
Questions
Your questions about 

oddities, 
contradictions and 

omissions in what has 
already been thought

Terms
• that shape 

ideas
• that select 

evidence

Anomalies
• in readings
• in discussions
• in films
• in othersʼ ideas

Purpose
• course focus
• assignmentʼs 

connection to 
course focus

Problem
unclear evidence, 
claims,frameworks 
in readings, notes, 
and viewings

Gaps in the 
existing map
Your own questions 

about the existing map 
that attempt to explain 
the topic in a new and 

better way

Prospectus: your answer to the assignment. It lays out your main points by 
providing a full response to the starting point question. Note that it uses material from 
the question, especially any key terms that were developed. In many ways, it is the 
abstract for your paper. Of course, the paper isn't written yet, so the prospectus is 
tentative.

Body Paragraphs
based on topics in Rough 

Introduction
1.Introduce Topic
2.Present Data, Evidence
3.Return to Thesis with New 
Insight in each body paragraph

Prospectus 
Becomes 

Rough Introduction
Rough Conclusion

• Collect all #4 sentences into a 
single paragraph

Argument


